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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 5446 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: PRETORIA FIVE MEETING OF SEPT 14 
(U.S. VIEWS) 

REF: (A) STATE 232033, (B) PRETORIA 5442, (C) PRETORIA 5441 

1 . REF (B) IS PRETORIA FIVE’S JOINT ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT 
SITUATION, BASED IN PART UPON AMBASSADOR SCOTT'S TALK 
WITH FOURIE THIS MORNING (REF C) AND OUR PRIOR FEELING 
THAT THE BIGGEST STICKING POINT FOR THE SAG IS THE SIZE 
AND COMPOSITION OF THE UN FORCE (PARA 5 OF PRETORIA 5415). 

SCOTT NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH SAG’S LATEST MESSAGE DID NOT 
MENTION TROOP COMPOSITION, FOURIE TOLD HIM THAT THE 
CABINET LACKED CONFIDENCE THAT THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL'S 
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PROMISE TO CONSULT ON COMPOSITION WOULD BE "EFFECTIVE" 

SINCE HAD HAD NOT CONSULTED ON SIZE. SCOTT WAS INCLINED 
TO INTERPRET FOURIE’S POINT AS MEANING THAT ONLY SOME 
KIND OF CONCESSION ON SIZE WOULD ASSUAGE CABINET 
FEELINGS THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL SEEMS INCLINED TO 
GO AHEAD AS HE PLEASES ON THIS ISSUE REGARDLESS OF SAG 
VIEWS. 
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2. SCOTT SAID FOURIE DID NOT HIMSELF SEEM TO BE SURE 
WHICH WAY THE CABINET WAS LIKELY TO GO, NOR WHETHER IT 
WOULD BE BEST TO PRESENT THE CABINET WITH A NEED TO MAKE 
A DEFINITE DECISION AT THEIR NEXT MEETING BY GOING AHEAD 
WITH SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION NOW OR TO DEALY THE PROCESS 
IN THE HOPE OF CREATING A BETTER CLIMATE. (COMMENT: ONE 
WOULD THINK FOURIE WOULD HAVE ARGUED STRONGLY AGAINST 
GOING TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL NOW IF HE WERE REALLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE LIKELIHOOD OF A CABINET REJECTION.) 

3. THE PURPORT OF OUR JOINT REPORT IS THAT WE DO NOT 
FEEL THE CABINET HAS MADE UP ITS MIND AND THAT WE DO NOT 
KNOW WHICH WAY IT IS LEANING. WE BELIEVE THAT THE MORE 
THE FIVE CAN GET THE SYG AND OTHERS TO MOVE TOWARD A 
FORMULATION THAT SAYS OR IMPLIES THAT THE ACTUAL NUMBER 
OF FORCES WILL CLEARLY BE LESS THAN THE SUGGESTED TOTAL 
AND THAT THERE WILL BE CONSULTATION ON THE NUMBER. THE 
GREATER IS THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THE SAG WILL ACCEPT (OR 
NOT REJECT) THE UNSC DICISION. 

4. THE PRETORIA FIVE WERE AGREED THAT IN THE ABSENCE 

OF UNSC ACTION, THE RESULTS OF THE NEXT CABINET MEETING 
ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE CONCLUSIVE. AT THE SAME TIME, WE 
FELT THAT IT WOULD BE RISKY TO GO AHEAD WITH UNSC 
ACTION BEFORE THE NEXT CABINET MEETING IN THE ABSENCE 
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OF SOME BETTER INDICATION OF THE CABINET S VIEWS, SINCE 
THIS MIGHT PRECIPITATE A NEGATIVE REACTION. FOR THIS 
REASON, WE CONCLUDED THAT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO GO 
AHEAD WITH THE MESSAGE AND AIDE MEMOIRE FROM THE FIVE 
(ASSUMING THIS IS THE MOST FORTHCOMING POSITION WE CAN 
TAKE WITHOUT LOSING UN OR AFRICAN SUPPORT) AND THEN ASK 
FOURIE QUITE CANDIDLY WHETHER HE AND BOTHA THINK WE SHOULD 
PROCEED WITH A UNSC MEETING RIGHT AWAY OR WAIT UNTIL 
AFTER TUESDAY'S CABINET MEETING. WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD 
TELL FOURIE THAT WE COULD NOT WAIT BEYOND THAT TIME. 

5. IN SUPPORTING THIS POSITION, I AM INFLUENCED BY THE 
BELIEF THAT OUR MESSAGE AND AIDE MEMOIRE DO NOT EXCLUDE 
THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER CLARIFICATION OF THE SAG WERE 

TO COME UP WITH POINTS WE COULD GENUINELY ACCOMMODATE EVEN 
AT THE LAST MINUTE. IN ANY EVENT, THE SAG IS UNLIKELY 
TO TAKE ANY ACTION AMOUNTING TO REJECTION BEFORE THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL ACTS. I AM HOPEFUL BUT SOMEHWAT LESS CONFIDENT 
THAN SOME OF THE MISSION OFFICERS IN BELIEVING THAT WHEN 
FORCED TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION, THE SAG WILL SEE THAT IT 
CANNOT AFFORD TO RISK THE ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES OF 
REJECTING OUR PROPOSAL, WHICH CONTINUES TO OFFER THEM THE 
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CLEAREST PROSPECT FOR AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE 
SOLUTION.EDMONDSON 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, MEETINGS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PRETOR05446 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780374-0595 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780966/aaaaccne.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 240e2250-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 STATE 232033, 78 PRETORIA 5442, 78 PRETORIA 5441 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1432602 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: PRETORIA FIVE MEETING OF SEPT 14 (U.S. VIEWS) 

TAGS: PORG, SF, WA, US 
To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/240e2250-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



